
DISTRICT OF COLDSTREAM 

BYLAW NO. 1520,2008 

DISTRICT OF COLDSTREAM FIRE SERVICES AND FIRE PREVENTION BYLAW 

WHEREAS the Council may, by bylaw pursuant to the Community Charter, establish and 
regulate the activities of a Fire Department; 

AND WHEREAS the Council may, by bylaw pursuant to the Community Charter, and subject to 
the Fire Services Act and the Fire Code Regulations made under it, establish regulations for the 
protection of persons and properties from fire; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the District of Coldstream, in open 
meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

PART 1 TITLE 
PART 2 DEFINITIONS 
PART 3 JURISDICTION 
PART 4 SERVICES 
PART 5 FIRE CHIEFS 
PART 6 INCIDENTS 
PART 7 FIRE PREVENTION 
PART 8 INSPECTION OF PREMISES 
PART 9 FIRE ALARMS AND FALSE ALARMS 
PART 10 GENERAL REGULATIONS 
PART 11 OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 
PART 12 FEES AND COST RECOVERY 
PART 13 REPEAL 
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1. This bylaw may be known and cited as "DISTRICT OF COLDSTREAM FIRE 

SERVICES AND FIRE PREVENTION BYLAW NO. 1520, 2008". 
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In this bylaw: 

"Apparatus" 

"Automatic 
Dialling Devices" 

"Building" 

"Bylaw 
Enforcement 
Officer" 

"Chief 
Administrative 
Officer" 

"Code" 

"Council" 

"Director of 
Corporate 
Administration" 

"District" 

"Equipment" 

"False Alarm" 

means any vehicle provided with machinery, devices, Equipment or 
materials for firefighting as well as vehicles used to transport fire 
fighters or supplies 

means any device or combination of devices which will, when 
activated by mechanical, electronic or other means, automatically 
initiate a telephonic alarm signal designed to be transmitted over 
regular telephone lines to a monitoring firm or a telephone line of 
the Fire Department 

means a structure that is used or intended to be used for supporting 
or sheltering any use or occupancy 

means the person(s) appointed by Council to enforce the bylaws of 
the District of Coldstream 

means the Chief Administrative Officer of the District of 
Coldstream 

means the Fire Services Act, the British Columbia Fire Code and 
all other regulations made and bulletins issued, thereunder 

means the Council of the District of Coldstream 

means the Director of Corporate Administration of the District of 
Coldstream 

means the District of Coldstream 

means any tools, contrivances, devices or materials used by the Fire 
Department to combat an Incident or other emergency 

means an alarm necessitating a response by the Fire Department 
which is activated unnecessarily, improperly or for a purpose other 
than to provide an alarm where an Incident or other emergency 
exists 
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"Fire Chief or 
"Fire Chiefs" 

means either or both of the two Members appointed by Council as 
the head of the Fire Department, as the context requires 

"Fire Department" means the District of Coldstream Fire Department including 
Coldstream Fire Hall and Lavington Fire Hall 

"Fire Department 
Constitution" 

"Fire Inspector" 

"Incident" 

"Local Assistant'' 

"Member" 

"Officer" 

'Prunings" 

means the Constitution of the District of Coldstream Fire 
Department 

means the person(s) appointed by the District to conduct annual fire 
inspections 

means a fire, an explosion, a situation where a fire or explosion is 
imminent or any other situation presenting a danger or possible 
danger to life or property or to the environment and to which the 
Fire Department has responded 

means a person(s) appointed to the position of Local Assistant 
to the Fire Commissioner in accordance with the Fire Services Act 
or this bylaw 

means any person duly appointed as a Member of the Fire 
Department pursuant to the Fire Department Constitution 

means any person duly elected as an Officer of the Fire Department 
pursuant to the Fire Department Constitution 

means dead or overgrown branches that have been cut away from a 
tree 

"Solid Fuel' means biomass fuels such as cordwood (i.e., conventional 
firewood), chips, sawdust, peat logs, pelletized fuel, and kernel 
corn but does not include coal 

"Solid-Fuel 
Burning 
Appliance" 

means a Solid-Fuel burning device including, without limitation, a 
stove and fireplace insert, but excluding any appliance for the 
burning of coal. 

"Vehicle" means a vehicle as defined in the Motor Vehicle Act 
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1. The limits of the jurisdiction of the Fire Department will extend to the area and 
boundaries of the District, and no Apparatus, Equipment or manpower of the Fire 
Department shall be used beyond the limits of the District, except: 

a. when expressly authorized by a written contract or agreement that provides for the 
supply of firefighting services outside of the District boundaries; 

b. where an Incident exists which, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or designate, may 
pose an immediate threat to any life or property adjacent to the boundaries of the 
District; 

c. when attending preapproved training; or 

d. when attending events, such as a convention, with the prior approval of the Chief 
Administrative Officer or designate. 
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1. The Fire Department is responsible for taking all reasonable measures to prevent, control 
and extinguish fires that may develop in or around Buildings and Vehicles, and in 
interface areas. 

2. The Fire Department is authorized to respond to, and to assist other agencies in dealing 
with, Incidents and other emergencies and activities including: 

a. rescue operations, 
b. hazardous material Incidents, 
d. disaster planning, and 
d. public services. 

3. In responding to Incidents and emergencies referred to in Section 2. of this Part, the Fire 
Department's level of involvement shall be determined by the Officer in command, who 
in making his decision shall take into account the safety of the Members and the Fire 
Department's capabilities. 
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1. a. In accordance with the Fire Department Constitution, the Fire Department shall 
be headed by two Fire Chiefs, one of whom is elected each year by the Members 
of Coldstream Fire Hall, and one of whom is elected each year by the Members of 
Lavington Fire Hall. 

b. In accordance with the Fire Department Constitution, the Members' selections for 
Chiefs are subject to approval and formal appointment by Council. 

2. The Fire Chiefs are individually and collectively responsible to the Chief Administrative 
Officer for the efficient management of the Fire Department and the condition of all 
Buildings, Apparatus and Equipment under their control. 

3. The Fire Chiefs shall have responsibility for all fire protection matters, including 
enforcement of District bylaws dealing with fire prevention, and enforcement of the 
Code. 

4. Subject to this bylaw, Council policy and other applicable District bylaws, provincial 
legislation and agreements entered into by the District, the Fire Chiefs shall establish and 
keep current Operating Guidelines as required to enable the Fire Department to 
effectively organize and fulfil its responsibilities. Operating Guidelines shall address, 
among other items: 

a. the use, care and protection of District property, Apparatus and Equipment; 

b. the conduct and discipline of Officers and other Members while engaged in the 
activities of the Fire Department; and 

c. the efficient operation of the Fire Department. 

5. The Fire Chiefs shall review and provide comments on subdivision and other permit 
applications referred to them by other departments in the District administration. 

6. The Fire Chiefs, and any Member authorized by a Fire Chief to act in his or her place, 
may exercise one or more of the following powers: 

a. enter on property at all reasonable times and inspect premises for conditions that 
may cause a fire, increase the danger of a fire, or increase the danger to persons or 
property from a fire; 


