
Riparian Areas Regulation  
Application Process 

 
 

Development Application
is made 

 
 
Definitions: 
 
HADD – Harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat  
DFO – Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
MOE – Ministry of Environment 
QEP – Qualified Environmental Professional 
Development Application – Building Permit, Development Permit, Development Variance Permit, Rezoning, 
Official Community Plan Amendment, Subdivision 

Owner/Developer confirms 
that no development 
will occur within a 

Riparian Assessment Area 

Development proposed 
within a 

Riparian Assessment Area 

Development application 
may be processed by  
Local Government 

Applicant hires QEP to 
conduct assessment of 

property and write report 

QEP  sends report to MOE 
for review 

MOE notifies Local 
Government that report has 
been received and it is “ok” 
to move ahead with project 

MOE notifies Local 
Government that report has 

been received and it is 
NOT “ok” to move ahead 

Project must be reviewed 
by Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada (DFO) 

Development application 
may be processed by  
Local Government 

DFO determines that project will 
result in a HADD. Development 
Application cannot be processed 

as proposed. 

DFO determines 
that project will 
not result in a 

HADD 

Development 
application may be 

processed by  

Applicant must make 
changes to proposal to the  

satisfaction of DFO 
Local Government 

Development 
application may be 

processed by  
Local Government 

   


