
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

organizations/public groups while 
engaged in using social media.  Jane 
Hanson from the RCMP’s E Division 
closed out the symposium by 
providing a detailed update on the 
latest frauds, cons and scams 
targeting vulnerable populations 
within BC’s communities.  She 
provided the audience with a copy of 
The Little Black Book of Scams (2nd 
Edition) that is available online at 
http://www.competitionbureau.gc.ca/
eic/site/cb-bc.nsf/eng/04333.html.  
The 2019 event will be in Vancouver.	
		
  

 

On October 10th, the Block Watch 
Society held its first Symposium and 
AGM at the Sparkling Hill Resort at 
Predator Ridge just outside of 
Vernon BC.  This one-day 
symposium featured speakers 
touching on some of the most 
pressing public safety concerns in 
British Columbia.  Dr. Keiron 
McConnell a National Gang Crime 
Researcher presented participants 
with insights on the current Gang 
situation in British Columbia, how 
they have developed and strategies 

to reduce their influence.  Vernon 
RCMP Superintendent Shawna 
Baher then provided participants 
information on how to identify a 
neighbourhood drug house and 
actions local communities could take 
to deal with them.  Superintendent 
Baher also provided an update on 
the new Marijuana legislation and 
what private citizens should know 
about changes taking place.   Block 
Watch Director Gabriel Pelletier 
presented the audience with tips to 
protect themselves and their 
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Homelessness: A Quick Guide for Reporting a Complex Social Issue    
        by Gabriel Pelletier Surrey 

by Kelly Pater Abbotsford Police Dept  
Sometimes a community is confronted 
with an intractable issue – that is, it is 
complex and not easily solved. It gives 
Block Watch residents different reasons 
for concern, but there sometimes 
seems to be no one number to call, no 
clear crime to report to the police. 
Homeless encampments are such an 
issue, examples of which, have 
cropped up in different municipalities 
across BC.  
It is not a crime, of course, to be 
homeless.  On the one hand, Block 
Watch groups have their best foot 

 

forward by seeing the homeless as 
potential neighbours first as opposed to 
potential criminals.  
 
Block Watch groups are encouraged to 
stay positive, but also be aware and 
ready to call for help. Since residents 
are the “eyes and ears” for first 
responders, they often make the all-
important reports that alert the police 
and city to the messes and disruptions 
that typically surround homeless 
encampments.  
 

 

The foundation of problem-
solving, after all, will always start 
with accurate reporting as 
problems arise, as it creates the 
necessary data for the 
appropriate allocation of 
resources.  
Please see the following chart 
and use it as a general guide to 
know which agency to report to. 
Keep in mind that it is not an 
exhaustive list and it may vary 
depending on your municipal 
bylaws, and other circumstances. 
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 Avoid Gift Dumping 
After holiday shopping, don’t let 
your vehicle be a gift to thieves.  
Consider using mall lockers to 
store your purchases, commonly 
available for a small fee.  
Alternatively, you can plan to shop 
with others to carry more at one 
time; or purchase less items over 
several trips.   
  
Count your Chestnuts 
Remember to update your 
personal inventory with one of the 
free online apps or via a Block 
Watch paper inventory.  This is 
especially important for valuable 
new gifts.  In the unfortunate event 
your valuables were stolen, an up 
to date inventory can be 
invaluable when working with 
police and insurance companies.      
 
Deck the Halls Safely   
Please turn off Christmas lights 
before leaving home or going to 
bed.  Connect no more than three 
mini strands of lights and use 
outdoor lights for outdoor 
purposes only.  Water your real 
Christmas tree extensively, as 
they dry out quickly and can 
become a fire hazard.  A dramatic 
demonstration can be seen at 
https://www/youtube.com/national-
institute-of-safety-and-technology 
  
Driving in a Winter Wonderland   
Do you have an emergency kit in 

your vehicle?  This can be 
especially helpful if you were to 
become stranded while driving 
during the cold months.  Consider 
including extra phone charger, 
snow scraper, flashlight, hand 
warmers, blankets, and snacks.  
  
Be Watchful 
Just like Santa is always watching; 
so can you. If you see suspicious 
activity in your neighbourhood, call 
your local police.  Always call 911 
for crimes in progress.   
 
Stay safe, prevent crime, be 
merry, enjoy good food and family 
time.  
 
 
  
 

Freeze out Fraud 
Shopping online is convenient yet 
it has the potential to put you at 
risk for fraud.  Always use differing 
passwords, monitor purchases, 
and use a credit card instead of 
debit to stop payments quickly.  
You may also consider using low 
limit credit cards exclusively for 
online purchases.  
 
Be Wise to Wifi 
Similarly, use free public wifi 
sensibly.  These networks are 
usually unsecured, and sensitive 
information can be easily picked 
up by others.  Use your own data 
for banking, online purchases, etc. 
when out in public.   
 
Gifting Gadgets 
Many will purchase a new smart 
device this holiday for children or 
grandchildren. These devices 
present a new realm where safety 
and personal security may be 
compromised.  Some 
recommendations for safer family 
internet use can be found at: 
http://www.safekids.com/kids-
rules-for-online-safety/ 
  
Home Alone?  
Create the illusion that someone is 
home (collect mail, have light 
timers, etc.).  Avoid sharing 
vacation plans on your voicemail 
or social media such as Instagram 
and Facebook. 

 Ten Tips for Holiday Crime Prevention     

        by Burnaby RCMP Block Watch   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Preventing Theft of Delivered Packages        by Regan Borisenko Veron 
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Had a package stolen off your doorstep? How 
people are combating ‘porch piracy’. The most 
recent crimes of opportunity are happening due 
to our changing habits causing a whole new 
style of “easy targets” for thieves. Package 
thefts go up during the holidays because 
people are doing more online shopping. Be a 
hard target! With the knowledge that this is 
occurring it is up to you to not be a victim of 
this type of crime but taking steps to not allow 
thieves to steal from you. If this does happen to 
you make sure you report it to the Police as 
soon as possible. 
 
Police strongly suspect package pilfering is an 
underreported crime as people simply get the 
item replaced without calling police. “If these 
kinds of thefts are organized, it’s a great 
opportunity for targeting policing,” said VPD 
spokesman Const. Jason Doucette. “But if we 
don’t know about it, we can’t do anything about 
it. We may not get your item back, but the 
information may help us identify a suspect.”  
 

Buying online has become an important 
convenience. Many people find it difficult to make it 
to shopping centers and love being able to have 
items shipped to them, but their experience with 
package theft has changed the way they go about 
it. One method is now to have orders shipped to 
their office to avoid the risk of theft. 

Recourse for customers who report packages as 
stolen or undelivered varies among retailers. Many 
will re-send products without many questions 
asked, although there are companies that require 
that you repurchase the stolen order and work out 
the refund with your credit card company. 

Here are some tips to help not be a victim of this 
type of crime over the upcoming holiday season: 
• Schedule deliveries when someone’s home 

to receive it 
• Use tracking numbers and email and text 

notifications to closely monitor when 
packages arrive 

• If practical, utilize a postal drop for receiving 
packages, and locked mailboxes  

• Have packages delivered to a workplace or 
apartment lobby where someone can sign for it 

• Connect with neighbors to make arrangements 
to sign for and receive each other’s packages 
when the other is not home 

• Affix security-camera angles so that they are 
not too high, capturing visitors’ faces and 
preventing them from easily obscuring 
themselves with a hood or hat 

• Use cameras that record at least in 1080p 
resolution and have nighttime function 

• Insure your packages against theft. 
 
SOURCE: San Jose Police Dept.  
 

items that can be easily taken and sold 
including keys, insurance documents, mail 
and other personal items left in your 
vehicle. 
  
A locked door is a simple deterrent to 
make your vehicle a more difficult target 
to thieves. If you can’t take items with you, 
secure them in a safe place such as a 
locked glove compartment or the trunk. If 
you are out shopping and making a lot of 
purchases, keep the receipts in your wallet 
or purse and out of the shopping bags in 
case you do need to make an insurance 

Tis the season to be out and about 
shopping for holiday gifts, running errands 
and visiting with friends and family. But 
don’t let all that busyness distract you 
from making yourself a target to thieves. 
  
Theft from autos is typically a crime of 
opportunity and thieves know that this 
time of year most vehicles have extra 
items in them. Please remember to lock 
your vehicle and remove loose change, 
electronics, sports equipment, shopping 
items, and any other valuable items from 
your vehicle. Thieves are looking for any 

claim you will have proof of your 
purchases. Also be mindful of your 
surroundings, we are all running around in 
a hurry this time of year and it only takes a 
moment to set your shopping bags down 
and have someone walk by and pick it up. 
  
Vehicle parkades can also be an easy target 
for thieves, remember to remove valuable 
items or store them safely out of sight. 
And always wait for the gate when 
entering or leaving a secure locked 
parkade. 
 

Holiday Shopping and Securing Your Vehicles by Kimberley Kelley  Victoria Police Dept   

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

criminal, they may attempt to break into 
your home if they think it is not 
occupied.  IF YOU ARE HOME, it is 
important to let them know when you first 
hear the knocking. 
  
If you are not expecting anyone and don’t 
know who is knocking, not opening the 
door to someone you don’t know is not 
rude, it is safe. Talk through the door or 
use a window.  Take the time to create a 
story which you can use under such 
circumstances, such as “We’re busy with 
the kids, come back another time” or “I 
have guests and can’t come to the door.” 
Be sure to always imply you are not alone 
regardless of your situation.   
  
We all want to feel safe in our homes and 
this is a good habit to help eliminate the 
opportunity for a break and enter to 
occur.  AND remember, if you see 
someone playing knock- knock at your 
neighbour’s house and you know they are 
not home, take a few minutes to watch a 
little longer to see what they are up to.  If 

 
Too busy to answer the knock at your 
front door…? What you need to know. 
 

  
It is a fact, the majority of residential Break 
and Enters occur during the day. Property 
thieves know you are likely at work during 
these hours so that’s when they target your 
home.  Their basic ‘method of operandi’ 
(m.o.) is to knock multiple times at your front 
door, taking the opportunity to peer into your 
windows and try door handles. When you 
don’t answer, they will proceed to your back 
door and again knock several times.  If you 
don’t answer, and it happens to be a 

your suspicions are triggered…call the 
police.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

We have recently had some trailer thefts in the Central Okanagan 
area. 
 
Here are some Crime Prevention tips to help protect you and your 
trailer from theft. 
 

1. Use a trailer hitch lock after parking the trailer. 
2. Park your trailer in a locked garage, secured storage 

facility, or a well-lit, fenced area. 
3. Park the trailer so that the hitch is difficult to reach. 
4. Use a high-quality chain and lock to secure trailer to a 

fixed object, such as a tree. 
5. Park another vehicle in front of trailer, blocking the 

trailer in. 
6. Document your trailer with photographs. 
7. Remove one or all of the trailer wheels. 
8. Install tracking/recovery device on trailer. 
9. Use tire boot/lock type device with locking lug nuts. 

 

 

Knock Knock ………       By Cst Romi Mattu VPD  

How to prevent trailer thefts   by Roy Morgan, Regional District of the Central Okanagan 

The Block Watch Society of BC wants to wish you and your family 
a lovely holiday season and a happy New Year! 
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