§ REGIONAL
% DISTRICT
NORTH
OKANAGAN

One Region, One Future

Waste
Diversion
Update
Winter 2024

FEATURED IN THIS EDITION:

Recycling in B.C., Who is Responsible? 2024 ReTHINK Waste Grant Recipients

RECYCLING?

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

Recycling is much more than an environmental initiative; it is a substantial part of the economy that
supports consumption and involves complex networks to collect, process and distribute recovered
materials back into the economy. In B.C., producers of products and packaging (manufacturers,
distributors and retailers) are responsible for the lifecycle of a wide range of products they
produce and sell; this Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) includes the collection and recycling
of these products. This responsibility is mandated through B.C. Recycling Regulation which applies to
products such as: appliances, batteries, beverage containers, electronics, lightbulbs, medications, motor
oil, packaging and paper products, paint and tires. To meet the extensive challenges and requirements
of this regulation, businesses come together to form agencies that operate EPR programs on their behalf.
EPR agencies, which provide programs such as the Encorp Return-It and Recycle BC are listed at:
www.bcrecycles.ca.

Consumers ultimately pay for recycling upfront when purchasing products regulated under the
B.C. Recycling Regulation. Consumers sometimes pay for recycling directly on products like batteries
or lightbulbs, where an environmental handling fee is charged at the time of purchase. Alternatively, fees
are sometimes internalized into the costs of products as is the case with residential packaging materials.
Fees collected under the EPR system go to the individual EPR agencies that have the legislated
responsibility (under the B.C. Recycling Regulation) to provide: “reasonable and free consumer access
to collection facilities or collection services”.
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BC EPR programs collectively generate an estimated $500 million annually to operate
recycling and beverage container return programs (Advancing Recycling in BC report).



EPR agencies do not typically provide collection facilities or services directly, instead they work with
depot owners, collection contractors, retailers or local governments who provide these services on their
behalf. Examples include privately owned and operated bottle depots which provide multiple EPR
programs and collection contractors who provide curbside collection services for Recycle BC.

EPR programs operated successfully by the private sector is crucial. It provides assurance that producers
are adequately funding and supporting their recycling programs and that collection sites are adequately
compensated for the services provided. The RDNO has had limited involvement with EPR programs with
the intent being to avoid a duplication of service and unwanted competition between the public and private
sectors. Depots receive financial incentives based
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EPR removes the burden of waste.

EPR is vitally important for the economic and
environmental sustainability of recycling programs. The Recycle BC program collects over 4 million
kilograms of packaging of paper products in the North Okanagan each year. Total Recycle BC program
costs (province wide in 2022) were over $134 Million which equates to 66 cents per kilogram of material
collected. Without EPR programs paying the cost of collection and recycling, there would be a substantial
cost to local governments and taxpayers. With Recycle BC administering this program in the North
Okanagan, there are no costs incurred by RDNO, local municipalities or residents for curbside and depot
collection of material in the Recycle BC program. Also, Recycle BC’s established post-collection network
facilitates transportation, processing, marketing and reporting of all materials collected by the program.
This includes validation that materials are being responsibly managed after they have been collected and
processed.

In recent years many jurisdictions around the world experienced struggles with increased restrictions on
the export of recyclables and access to global recycling markets. Meanwhile BC has continued to be a
leader in North America in the development of EPR which has encouraged the development of collection
and processing technologies to turn the materials collected into high quality in-demand commaodities right
in BC for end markets across North America. By making producers accountable for the full lifecycle of
their products, EPR incentivizes producers to design products that are more durable and easier to recycle
in order to reduce costs. As more jurisdictions across North America adopt EPR policies, there is potential
for larger scale impacts and standardization for businesses to take full responsibility for the products they
produce in a growing circular economy.



For information on the agencies responsible for the products you purchase or need to recycle go to:
www.bcrecycles.ca. There are direct links to EPR program websites which provide detailed information
about all the products the programs accept as well as program plans and performance reports.

2024 RETHINK WASTE GRANT RECIPIENTS

PROJECTS THAT GO FAR BEYOND WASTE REDUCTION

The three projects awarded grants from the 2024 ReTHINK Waste grant program cover a diverse range
of topics. All share a common feature of providing additional benefits to our communities beyond simply
keeping materials out of our local landfills. From recovering surplus food for our communities, to keeping
reusable household and building materials in circulation for as long as possible for new homes, to
coexisting with wildlife, these projects look to make big impacts in the North Okanagan in 2024.

FoodMesh is working to build a comprehensive food recovery system in the region by connecting
organizations looking for alternatives to disposing of their unsalable or surplus food with a network of
local charities and farmers. Quality surplus food can support charitable organizations like food banks,
and leftover food that is no longer suitable for people to eat can go to farmers for animal feed.

Join a growing community of organizations committed to
reducing food waste in our community
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FoodMesh started the North Okanagan Food Recovery Network in April 2023 and to date has diverted
over 156,000 kilograms of food from disposal. This food recovery has provided over 193,000 meals and
has reduced greenhouse gas emissions by over 400 tonnes. Funding in 2024 is to support growth and
maintenance of the North Okanagan Food Recovery Network.



The Habitat for Humanity Restore in Vernon
provides residents with opportunities to donate
reusable household items and building
materials to keep them out of landfills. This Tt

plays a key part in developing a local circular hﬁétﬂ_l:é
economy by keeping materials in use for as long
as possible and providing residents the
opportunity to save energy, resources and
packaging by purchasing quality second hand
items. Grant funding will support an awareness
building campaign to encourage residents to
ReTHINK how they shop, use and dispose of potentially reusable items.

The Silver Star Bear Stewardship Group continues to develop the
Black Bear Education Trail located around Brewer’s Pond. The trail
is intended to inspire respectful co-existence with black bears and
encourage bear smart practices. The trail features art displays of
bears made out of repurposed materials. The 2024 bear installation
project includes a bear made out of repurposed steel materials to §
encourage awareness of the importance of reusing, repurposing and S BECELAEE comes from nature.
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If you have an idea for an innovative project that would benefit our region, or want to get tips on how to
reduce waste, visit www.rdno.ca/rethink. Now is a great time to start planning ahead for 2025 projects as
the grant program is expected to open for applications in Fall 2024.




