REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NORTH OKANAGAN

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

WASTE
DIVERSION

UPDATE

SUMMER 2025
WASTE DISPOSAL DECREASING IN THE NORTH OKANAGAN

North Okanagan residents are creating less trash! For the third consecutive year the total amount of waste buried
in RDNO landfills has decreased, despite a growing population. The quantity of waste disposed in 2024 of 453
kilograms per resident was the lowest on record (since 1979). This includes all waste generated from residential,
industrial, commercial and institutional sources. This is an encouraging trend but the goal remains to get to 350
kilograms per person per year (or less).

Decreasing the quantity of waste disposed conserves limited and valuable landfill space and extends the life of
current facilities. Creating landfill capacity is difficult and expensive. Less waste disposed means reduced
greenhouse gas emissions; less methane generated in landfills and less carbon emissions generated in producing,
collecting and transporting wasted.

The RDNO undertakes detailed waste composition studies approximately every 5 years. The most recent study,
completed in 2022, identified food waste as the most common item by weight being landfilled. Increased,
prevention, collection and processing of food waste are primary factors contributing to decreased disposal.
Another contributing factor is broader economic conditions. There was a 24% decrease in the amount of mixed
construction and demolition waste and a 10% decrease in diverted materials (including wood, metal and tires) in
2024 compared to 2023.

Residents’ everyday actions contribute to Woaste Disposed per Capita in the RDNO (2015-2024)
lower waste disposal. Increased food waste
awareness, “underconsumption core”, and
local and secondhand shopping reduce waste
and conserve resources.
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More information on solid waste trends and

waste reduction efforts in the region can be
found in the 2024 Solid Waste Quantities
Report, which is now posted on the RDNO
website.

490

480

Kilograms per Capita per Year

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

REGIONAL DISTRICT
NORTH OKANAGAN



rdno.ca/subscribe
solidwaste@rdno.ca
250-550-3785
@RDNOkanagan

@RDNOkanagan

COMMERCIAL DRYWALL RECYCLING

A program for recycling drywall is now operating at the Greater Vernon
Diversion & Disposal Facility. The program focusses on new
construction drywall and offcuts from selected, pre-approved
contractors.

Gypsum in drywall is highly recyclable and can be used to make new
drywall. Drywall recycling is challenging due to risks that drywall from
pre-1990 buildings could potentially contain asbestos or lead paint. To
avoid this risk there needs to be certainty that drywall accepted for
recycling has no risk of asbestos contamination. Limiting drywall
recycling to new drywall and offcuts only from pre-approved
contractors addresses this risk.

The new recycling program is projected to divert 300-400 tonnes of
drywall from our landfills in its first year.

THIS SUMMER AVOID WASTE
AND GO REUSABLE!

Summer adventures are even better with durable, reusable items such
as backpacks, bags, containers and utensils. Keeping these items on
hand or in your vehicle will help you avoid single-use items. Over time,
that can really add up.

For day trips on the rail trail or at the beach, consider a reusable
backpack with cups, containers and utensils. Throw in a couple of
reusable bags to increase your capacity in case you need to pickup a
couple more items on the go.

Reusable containers can be a great option for restaurant leftovers too! A
reusable container with a good lid can save you from that leaky single
use containers. Keeping a couple reusable containers in your car or bag
can be a great way to stash those goodies for later. They also, come in
super handy for camping trips.

An extra container for those
cherry pits, apple cores, banana
peels and paper napkins can Q
help you pack these items home
for composting and will take

your waste reduction efforts to a
whole new level!

Find more reusable tips at:
www.rdno.ca/goreusable.




