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NEWS RELEASE

SHUSWAP NORTH OKANAGAN RAIL TRAIL CONSTRUCTION MAKING GOOD
PROGRESS WITH MILD WINTER WEATHER

January 23, 2026
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Photo: Yucwmenlicwu construction crews make steady winter progress on the Shuswap North Okanagan Rail Trail
south of Mara Lake.

Enderby, BC — Construction on the Shuswap North Okanagan Rail Trail is making strong progress this
winter thanks to mild weather conditions and steady work by the Yucwmenlicwu (Caretakers of the Land)
LLP construction team, a subsidiary of Splatsin Development Corporation (SDC).

Yucwmenlicwu resumed construction south of Mara Lake in December following approval from the
Agricultural Land Commission.

Since restarting work, crews have raised a section of rail bed south of Rosemond Lake to reduce flood risk,
graded and surfaced the corridor between kilometre 15 and 32 north of Enderby, and worked with
adjacent farm properties to incorporate existing vehicle and waterline crossings. Final compaction of the
trail surface is scheduled for March, once temperatures become more stable.

News Release: Shuswap North Okanagan Rail Trail Making Good Progress Page 1



3 FN REGIONAL PN |
DISTRICT f.f R AAYAN
CSRD

INDEPENDENCE %"n'\ ]
L) 35t NORTH ;
Y OKANAGAN

COLUMELA SHUSWAP REGIONAL DISTRICT

NEWS RELEASE

Public access is not permitted in this active construction area until all work is complete, including
installation of road crossings and safety signage. The project team is currently finalizing road crossing
permits with the provincial Ministry of Transportation and Transit. Once approved, crossings will be
installed.

Work is also underway to repair and deck three rail bridges along the corridor using reclaimed wood from
the former Baxter Bridge at Ashton Creek. Through collaboration with the Ministry of Transportation,
Splatsin Development Corporation was able to salvage bridge timbers and repurpose them for pedestrian
use on the rail trail.

Major erosion repair work is planned for the Mara Lake section of the trail in February, pending final
provincial permits. If approvals are delayed, this work may need to be postponed until the next low-water
window in August.

Substantial completion of the current phase of the rail trail — from Sicamous to Kilometre 42.6 at Stepney
X Road — is targeted for the end of 2026. Where possible, sections may be opened to the public earlier.
Project updates will be shared as construction progresses.

Sections along Mara Lake, through Enderby and Splatsin, and into Armstrong remain open to the public.

Trail users are reminded that dogs must remain on leash at all times. This requirement is an important part
of the agricultural management plan to protect adjacent farming operations. Failure to comply may result
in dogs being prohibited from the trail.

A Public Information Bulletin with access details, maps, and construction updates is available at:
www.shuswapnorthokanaganrailtrail.ca

Media Contact:

Ken Barnes

Communications Specialist, Splatsin
Cell: (250) 801-8256
ken.barnes@splatsin.ca
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